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. :COnc: :rning the baptizingof 
INFANTS: 


ww 's Plainely ſhewn the neceſſity ahd 
| - lawfulneſſcof it, by the Word of God. 


A-worke ſo methodical! and conciſe, that the meaneſt ca- 
+ pacity may ina ſhort time be able to learne it, 
and convince the Adyerſary. 


herein, fiſt Arguments arebrought} in, to proovye In- 
_ fants right ro Baptiſme. And then the Arguments 
of the Anabaprtiſts of any moment anſwered 
and confut ed. 
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i There were falſe Prophets als among the people, even" 
*” there ſhall befalſe teachers innong you ,- who privily ſhall 
bring in damuable Herefpes oe. > Per.3:t, 

2 Theſe k they who ſeperate themſelves, ſenſuall , having #0 
[ - Fe ſpirit. 208 19. | 
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To- his Excel ency Gi iCr Iþs. - Fafa, 
0 1R, whes th Egyptians had ex 


- \); - perience of that great famive., 

E QI 7 forcteld* to kbitach by a Vifien 

5 of ſeven leane'ilfavoured Kine, 

_- 77 and ſeven thin eares-of ( orne, 

22 blaſted with the Faſt wind, Fc. 

A y dies them(elves unto their King, and crie 
. out for bread ; Goe to Joſepb, ſaith Pharaob , What 
+be ſ[aithto you, doz, Gen.q1.55, Mayir pleaſe your 
Excellency, though ( God be'prayſed) we bave no fa- 
-mine of bread , a8 our finnes deſerve z yer which is 
Worſe, we have plerophoriaof opinions , and [ate 
--meere repugnant to the written word of God, very 
.dangerous 'to mevs ſoules, and threaten noleſſe de- 
ſtruftion to weake and unſtable (briſtians now , then 
the famine did then to the Egyptians, Among the rude 
:muiicude, Anabaftifis getting ſuch footing almoſ} e= 
"very where , Ithought it-my duty, as becommeth the 
part of a faithful Watch-man, to warne the people of 
England » That they difimberit not tbeir Infants of 
AS . the, 


J. 


thelr right fo -baptiſme beqFathed them by. ſacred 
Writ .- 1 bumbly preſent it to your Excellency, and de- 
fire.it may have ſbelter from the florme inthe. ſafe 
port of your protetiion,. Trucb backs by Authority, 
 gers the more footing, and the Profeſſors of it have a 
fairer paſſage on the [ea of this world :- Thus cras 
cving pardon for my boldneſſe, I reſt, . 


Your Excellencies in Chriſt, - . 


to be commanded, . 


Wilaw Harvey, 


- 


by 


ON 


Ecauſe the Ahabaptiſts, (whom Mſ* 
: "cal calls the worſt ſort of prople) 
49 doc oppoſe Pxdobaptiſme; that is, 
' the baptizing of Childrer, and de- 
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. © Paines,and our oilewere well ſpent; 
inproving out of G »d-his word the 
affirmative part , fo wit , That Infants, (chough without 
aRuall faith and repentance) . muſt and ought to be bapti- 
zed., and inconfuting the invalid and weake refiſons of 
the Anabaptiſts,broughtinto maintain the negative part, 
to wit, That Infants, - before they can give-an account of 


their faith are uncapable of this Sacrament, and ought'in ' 


no hand to be baptized; UP 
- Argument. 1. *- 
And fi: ſt,that"Fnfanrs ought to be baptized 
inthat it is injoyned and-commanded by our Saviour, 


-_— 
* 


- particularly named and expreſſed.” yet they arenot exclu- 


ded-butunderſtood. For univerſal; mand ato poſits, pars | 
e]as-negari nou debet, A generall.command once ſct down, 


a part of it muſt in no hand be denied; And whereas the 
Anabyprift gathers from hence, and the laſt Chapterof 
S. Mai ke, v. 16 robur errors fui';"the ſtrength of theit'er- 


rour-againſt Latants B.priſmc , as if Chrift tells his Apo-. 


,and that 


; Ries hers who oughtto be baptized,” & who not 


> Ny 'that wee have any ground iin_ 
27 -SCtiptureforit :' It were worth our 


; Itis plaide,” 
Ma'th.28. 19. Goe youtherefore and feachall Nations,” 


baptizing them inthe nance of the'Buther, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. And although children be not 


A3 : bapriſme 
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| baptiſme exteridenotto clilldren, becauſe they muſt fiſt 
: be taught, and believe before they be beptizrd, of which 
things childfe are uncapable,they are muchdeceived. For 
ourSaviour in this of $:Matth. preſcribes not to his Apa- 
: ſtles. whom they ought to baptize,”& whom vor, bur only 
; that they ought to baptize in the name of the-Father, ard 
of theSonne, and of the Holy Ghoſt. /Neither inthar laſt 
; Chapter of SaintMurke , -v. 16. doth hepreſcribs who 
: ſhould be baptized, and who nor; but who (hill be faved 
and who not. For teaching there'and aQuall faith reach 
. only ro the adulted, ſuch as are of diſcretion, and doe not 
xob'Infants of their baptiſme.  _ ins 
.Ulnde qued Anabaptifiie volunt ex his quobus probure (vets, 
Freter mentew oft Chr ifti-; That which the Anabapriſt 
would prove from theſe twa places,js beſide the minde of 
:Chrift, ſayth Auſce#/ms upan the place © 
—_— 7 3 5 
A ſecond argument S. Peter ſuppliethus with, AQ. 2. 
.3$. 39. Repent and be baptized every one of you , -Inthe 
name of :Jc{us- Chriſt, forthe remiflion of finnes, and yee 
Ch1ll :eceive the gift ofthe Holy-Ghoſt. For the promiſe 
| J$untoyou, ang to your children; and toallthat zre a far 
_ off, even as many a5the:Lord our God ſhall call. Where 
.the Apoltle thus. diſputes: © - - 
Afsjor. To whom the promiſe ofGrace is made, they 
aught to be ;baptized for the remiſſion 
Holy-Ghoft, 
Minor But the promiſe is made to you & your:Chitdren 
Goycluſc Therefore you add your children ought to be 
baptized forthetemiffionof ſinnes.that 
Fu may-receive theHoly Ghoſt, 


For 


&) 


andthe God of thy ſeed. EED 
a Argument. I [I. 


* - -Athird Argument, thatthe baptizing of Infants is law- - 
ſull, is this , Becaulc it is the everlaſting pleaſure of God | 
(without repenting) that the figne of the Covenant ſhould | 
not be dehyed them that are within the Covenant. Now - 
Infants are within the Covenant , and therefore the figne bs 
which is baptiſme , muſt not be denyed them. And my - 
Covenant ſhall be in-your flcſh for an everlaſting: Cove- - 
nant, ſaith Cod, Gen.17:v.13..wherethe word (Cove- - 
nant) that is to ſay the figne ofthe Covenant , the Lord : 
commands that allthe Race and Poſlerity of. Abraham, 
with whom he made a ſingular Covenant , fhould beare - 
itin their fleſh. And inthe 14 v. headded this commi- - 


nation or threatning, Ard the uncircumciſed man childe, 


whoſe fleſh of his toreskin 1s not circumciſed:, that ſoule : 
- ſhall be cut off from his people 4 he hath broken my Co- - 
venant. The ſame is prooved in Matth. aforcnamed cap. -. 


 28.v.19.where God commands that the figneof baptiſme -: * 
(which is water ) ſhould be conferred upon all , with in : 


the Covenant. | 


| But tobe more plaine , that infants doe belong to the 
Covenant, and tothe Church of God , is proved as well | 
by the mantier of the Covenant, Geo. 17,v:7.7 And I will i - 
eſtabliſh .. my Covenant betweene me and thee , and thy / 
generations, for an eyalaſtiog -' 
Covycnant , to bea God unto thee , and (pray: markeit) ) 
| i 


ſeede after thee \, in their 


- For mention is made there of children e566 withbnt's- 
ny diff-rence of yeares, reaching unto very infants uncs- 
pablc.of diſcretion. So that itis marifeſt;, that children 
 arenolcflc meant and- comp: chended there by the Apos- 
ſtle,then when God fayd to Abraham, I will be thy God, . 


Ri 


ne 0) _ 
to thy ſecede after thee , As by this, in that Infants were 
no leſle cixcumciſed ., - thenthey of riper yeetes. * And it 
.were abſ{urde to- thinke that by the comming of Chriſt, 
the Covenant is leflened , - when inthe old Teftamentir 
did extend unto Infants (4 ov. ſolos ſpcttet adnltos It 
| ſhawuld now undet the glorious Goſpel reach it- ſclfe unto 

men alone. "Eb. ys 
Beſides all this, if-Children are ſaved; vs. that come 
of faithfull Parents (as they deny not) how comes itthey 
 benot Members of the Church, for without the Charch 
there is no ſalvation 2 For it is proper to the Church; that 
Chriſt loves it , and hathgiven himſelfe for it , that he 
might ſanRikie it, waſhing it with the laver of water in his 
word, as Saint Paul ſaith;Epheſ. 5-26. > 
+ The ſame doe the priviledges of the Church ſet downe 
inthe Creed ſhow. For wee belicve firſt the whole Ca- 
_ tholick Church, thenthe Communion of Saints, the re- 
miſſion of ſinnes, the refurreRion ofthe body, andthe life 
.everlaſting, meaning a glorious reſurreRionunto life. For 


ff! 


thepriviledges ofthe: Church are*there only recorded - 


_ Hence it is,that no mention of eternall death is there made 
 becauſethat the reprobates only are capable of it, and not 
.. God his cle.” Now theſe foure priviledges of- the 
- Church-agree with Infants, and therefore cannor-be deni- 
_ edtobe Members of it, and-it ſo, then to have an intereſt 
. in baptiſme as well as the adulted. | 
A fourth Argument isthis, thoſe who-by carnall gene- 
- ration doe ſubſtraR-( as I-may ſo'ſay ) and draw upon 
. themſelves-originall finne through Adams fall ; and yet 
_ arendtexcluded from the Kingdome of Heaven, 'havea 
_ -right-to- regeneration.,. cycn in this life ; and therefore 
DN => | - Ought 


Chriſt, as Chriſt himſelfe cleci 


OG OR 
vught not tobe deprived of Baptiſme, which isthe fiene 
and ſcale of Regeneration. | | 
" Now children that are borne of faithfull parents, come 
mto the world with originallfinne, as no ſound 'man will 
deny ; and yet neverthelefle belong to the kingdome of 
heaven; andto Chriſt , as the* Anabaptiſt himſelfe de- 
nies not, 7 
*  Butnone belong to Chriſt or heaven, neither can any 
come there, but ſuch a$are 'yggenerate by the ſpirit 'of 
WE revehet/Toig gi/Bu- 
cept a man be borne of water and of the ſpirit, hee cannot 
enter into the-kingdome of God, 'And S. Paul Rom.$ 9 
Now if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none 
of his. Wherefore itis plaine, nay; ?pſs ſole clarins, cleer- 
er then the ſun itſelfe, that children are not to bee barred 
from the Sacramentof Biptifme, which lively repreſents 
unto our view-Regeneration ; and therefore'Saint Paul 
eives itthisEpithete,” The waſhing of Regeneration, 8c. 
Tit.3. 5. - But Iproceed, M4. , 
hs  Argament. V. | 
Another argument is from our-Saviours owne word 
and deed,as we have them in S. Matthewes Goſpell ct 9. 
1:3,14:15.where we read thus. Then there were b; ought 
unto him littlechildren, that he ſhould pur his hands up- 
onthem, and pray, and the Diſciples rebuked them. 'But 
Jeſus ſayd, Suffer little children, and forbid them not to 
come unto mee, for of ſuch is the kingdome of heaven. 
And hee layd- his bands onthem and departed thence. 
And the ſame we havein the Goſpel of S. Mark,c.1e.14. 
and:Luke 18. 16. wherein both places wee have this ad- 
ded, . Vcrily, I ſay unto you, Wholoever ſhall not receive 
the Kingdomeof -God as alittle _ : ITN enter 
| "I TELE, 
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(6) 
therein. From which ſeverall places of Scripture we e may 
thus argue by way of Sorites. 
| Thoſe whom Chiiſt commands to-bee brought 
unto him, whom he takes in his armes, upon. whom 
-he layeth his hands and blefleth,; and to whom the 
 kingdome of heayen belongeth , by our Saviours 
owneteſt , rey: Are not to bee deprived Bap- 
tilme. 
But Chriſt communal children to be brought un- 
to-him, he takes them hisarmes,he layeth his hands. 


apon them and blefletht them, and fayth that to ſuch be- 


| Jongeththe Kingdome of heaven. Therefore _ are 
Not ro be deprived of bapriſme. 


But ſome will ſay, th:ttheſerhildren were firſt recei- . 
ved into.Covenant by Circumcifion. Be it ſo : yet it - 
makes nothing againſt infancs baptizing. For (s I layde 
before) the Covenant is not leſſened more now inthe 
New Teſtament, then it was inthe Old : and bptiſme is 
as well due now to children, as circumciſion was to chile 
dren then. A141 it were very abſurdto think thc contrary. 

_ dreunem, VI, _ 

Another argument the Apoſtle St. Paul zMoords us; 

1,Cor.7.14, where wereadthus: For: the unbelceving 


husband is 1anRified by the wife., and the-unbeleeving: 


wiſe is ſandified by that husband, elie were your children 
unclean, but now they are holy. | 
'Now if they be ſayd to be holy,a&ipſoorts, from their. - 
very. birth; - and becauſe they.deſcend from faithfull pa- 
rents ko are inthe Covenant, they likewiſe are within - 
the Covenant ,. it is manifeſt thatthey have 11ght to bap- 
tiſme :and the reaſon ts, the fignof the Covenant of right 
_ to ſuch as are withinthe Covenant. | : 


_ Twill but adde one-argument-more , and {a conclude; 
and that is this. 45 451 


Argument, VII | 
-Baptifme is in the roome of Circumciſion, which'is 
prooved by'S. Paul, Colofl: 2. 11.12. In whom alſo ye 
are circumciſed with the circumcifion made withour 
hands, inputting off the body of the finnes of thefleſh, 
by the circumciſtonof- Chriſt , buried with him in bap- 
tiſme, &c, Now amongſt the Jewes, the men were not 
onely commanded to circumciſe themſelves , but their _ 
childrenalſo. -This ail that profeſled Religion obſerved. 
Andtherefore conſequemly, they that protefle Chriſtian 
Religion intheſe Golpell times, muſt have their children 
baptized, that they may beknowne to be a true Chutch, 
- having the Word and Sacraments, and proclaime to the 
world, that the blood of Chriſt alone, clcanſeth us from 
all finnes ; whereof water in baptiſme isa lively repreſen- 
. tation. And fo.come I to the Reaſons and ObjeRions 
which the Anabapriſts bring to the contrary. | 
Df *,_.  Objettion.l. | 
And fiſt they obje that itis no Apoſtolicall cuſtome 
for Childrentobe baptized. And all that they can ſay is, 
Now legitar, wee have no'Scripture forir, or any ground: 
inthe wordot God topioove the lawfulnefle of it. Let 
us axke them this: queſtion «: Where can they finde ex- 
preſsly, and by name, that women were admitted tothe: 
Euchariſt, or the Lords Supper 2 And yet, what man did 
ever queſtion the contrary 9 Now, as no man in his right 
wits., will deny that women were then admitted to that 
'Sacrament as well a3 men : Why may they not believe 
that Infants were baptized, though it be not fer downe in 
Plaine-words thus, Infants were E__ or-lafants muſt 
, -2 . 


bo 


(3) : 
| bebaptiz:d 2 And yet the conſequence of thelegality of 
theoneis as apparant as of the other. Ly : 
© But what ſay they. to theſe-Texts; AQts 16.15..and 33. 
where wee read, that Lydia was baptized , and her hou(- 
hold , andthe Keeper.baptized and all his. And againe; 
what will they ſay to that of the x of the Cor.1r.16.:The 
words of S, Paul are, and I baptized alſo the houſhold of 
Stephanas 2- Had none of theſe ſeverall families childrene- 
That is not probable : I hope they will not. deny that In- 
fants are part of a houſhold,and it ſo,certainely they were- 
alſo baptized by the Apoſtles. - And if the commande- 
ment was univerſall, Goe and teach all Nations, baptizing+ 
in &c. Who doubteth- but.-children were partakers of 
- this Sacrament *- But to this they anſwere , though the 
commandment be univerſall z yet it reacheth not to In- 
fants, but to menand women of ripe yeeres, able topive 
a profeflion of their. faith , and capableof teaching. Rnd: 
forthis., they bring theſe Texts:, Matth.28.19, Goe yee 
therefore and teach ali Nations , baptizing them inthe 
name of the Father, arid ofthe Son , and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and Marke 16,16. He that believeth, and is bapti- 
zed, ſhall be ſaved. Turne to my firſt Argument, and this: 
is ſufficiently anſwered : But to cut their combes,this ma» 
keth nothing-for them. For if they be Logitians,they muſt 
diſtinguiſh; .and put difference, ivter Eccleſiam conftituen-" 
dam, & souſtitutam ; that is, betweene a Church as yet 
not. made, and a Church already made. ]n the one, the a- 
dulted-muſt be taught, andafterwards if they doe believe- 
they muſt be baptized-firft themſelves , then their Chil-+ 
dren. - But.in the other Church, already,ſetled,,where men 
| Profeſſethe Chriſtian faith, and the Galpell:of our Lord+ 
Fe «lus: Chrift;-there. I fay, Infants.muſt fiſt be option: 
4 . al 
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_ and afterwards taught, when they are capable of if. - 

And of this wee have a lively patterne and exatmplt 
drawne from circumciſion it ſelfe. For when Abraham 
was commanded to circumciſe every man chi'de in his 
family, Gen. 17.10 No doubt but the men of his houſhold 
(which were of diſcretion ) were firſt inſtructed concer- 
ning this ceremony. But yet Iſaack his Son , then an In- 
fant was likewiſe circumciſed upon theeight day, and yet 
by reaſon of his age, he could therrgive no account of his 
faith , -or renderany reaſon of the circumciſton. : For that 
wasnot expeRed till he ſhbuld come to the age of a man. 
And ifthey canſhaw no better card then this; they muſt 
needs loſe the Set; For by thelike reaſon wee may fay, 
that the Infants of the Tſraclits were uncapable of ci:cum- 
cifion, being as leſfe able to give an accountof their tatth, 
and as uncapable of doctrine as our childrerare now: But 


| a0) 
_  operarions ,. -aad in due time it iseffeuall, | and this isin 
- man, and remaines in him, when there is aprivation of a- 
 Rtions, Without this ſpiritinfants could not be united to 
Chriſt, neither could they be members of his myſtical 
. body, neyrher pettakers of the priviledges of the Church, 
. which are recorded inthe Creed, Wherefore although 
_ children beleeve not atually , yet this ought no more to 
_ deprivethem of baptiſme, then to deprive them of meat = 
- and ſuſtenance, by that of S. Paul, 2.Theſ.3.10, He that 
- will not labour, let him not eat : for they cannot labour, 
| therefore ſhall they not eat? And ſunher, whereas they 
ſay baptiſme is given in remiſſion of finges, and that in- 
- fants have no necd of it, becauſe they have not ſinned, 
they conclude not well. [For although they ſinnot as A-. 
_ dzamdid, by aRintheir proper perſons, yetthey(doefin 
1nhim, orinhis loynes, Rom. 55/12, and/14: Wherefore 
- as by.onc man finentred. into the world, and death by fin, 
and ſo death paſſed uponall men, forthat all have ſinned: 
andy. 14. Nevetthelcſſe,, death reigned from-Adzm- to 
- Moſzs, ven over them that had nar ſinned after the fimi- 
liude of Adams tranſgreflion, who isthe figure of him 
tht was to come, Ard S. Paul x.Cor,15. 22. ſayth, For 
as in Adam all die; &c.. And therefore this foundation is 
too weake torthem to build upon, | For [David playnely 
ſayth of himſelfe, Pſ. 51.5. Behold I-was ſhapen in ini- 
. Quity , and infin did my mother conceive me. And the 
_ - Church of God weknow, is by Chriſt, waſhed with the 
waſhing of.water by the Word, Eph. 5. 26. Now infants 
of Chyiſtians are members ef the Church, and conpſe- 
. quently are likewiſe cleanſed by the bloud of-Chriſt,and 
therefore ought to have the figne of this cleanſing, which 
As bapiligzy ſay the Anabqptilts what they will , _ 
| ; .taey 


es PT TM 
when they will : And fo I concludes with tht of the 
Councell of Carthgin. alias Milevit. Guirnung, p irvules 
recentes ab utter is matrum baptiz audos neg 16, ant d:cit inve- 
miſiionem quidem peccatoram eos baptizart ,” fed nihil ex 4- 
d ins trahave originals pecatt , quod regenerationss lavacro 
expictur , anthem: fit.” Wholtoever dothdeny that chil- 
dren even from the womÞbe of their mother, ſh511d not be 
baptized: orfay,that indeede they are baptized in remiſ- 
fi2not ſinnes, butyyet are delfi:d with no original! fin from 
Adam, which is done away by the laver of regeneration, 
let him be accuiled. | 
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For all that hath beene (aid, yet lets. man thinke, that 
tf an Infant be prevented by death , and ſo dye withour 
baptiſme, it is therefore damned, God forbid, for nct the 
want, but the contemptof baptiſme condemnes. For chil- 
dren of faichfull Parents that depart without it by ſudden 
_ death , are queſtionleſle ſaved. And ſeyerall Sctiptures 
will proove it. Firſt, Ex0d.20.6. the promiſe runs thus, 
in the 2 Commandement. And fhewing mercy unto thou- 
fands of them that love me , and keeps my Commande- 
ments. Sane: ſi in milleſimam \, quomode non inprimam ? * 
Truely , it God ſaith ke will ſh:w mercy unto the thou» 
ſand, how ſhail he not ſhew it to the firſt * Againe, Gen. 
17.7. ſaith God thus to Abraham ; And Iwill eſtabliſh 
my Covenant betweene me and lice, and thy ſcede zfcer 
thee in their generations for an crerlaſting Covenant to 
be a God unto thee, and unto thy feede after thee. And 
Saint Peter ; ARs 2:39. faith, for the promiſe is to you, 
and to your children, And Saint Paul hath it thus, Rom. 
11:16s: And it the roote be holy , ſoare the Ow 
Yea, 


aid to be holy thou eev 

- But ſomeobjeRthat'of our Saviour, John 3.5. E; 

a man be borne of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot e 

4nto the Kingdoms of, God. As if children prevented by 

death of their Baptiſme cannot. be {aved.. :Bue to anſwer. 

this objeQtion ſhe place there, borne of water, 8&c.oughe 

to bee underſtogd/oh4 TO 5 forthe 
irituall. 


rets the place, , we muſt underſtand 
eotſuch, who when 
; - beptized, yet 
dren wanti 


